CITY COUNCIL OF VENICE

HEAD OFFICE OF

GENERAL AFFAIRS, COMPETITIONS AND CONTRACTS

San Marco n. 4137

30124 Venice

Tel. 041 2748546 – Fax 041 2748626

Announcement of the international competition for the realisation of works of art for the seat of the new Law Courts of Venice 

1. Purpose of competition 

The City Council of Venice announces, in accordance with Italian law of 29 July 1949 n. 717 and ss.mm.ii., an international competition for the design and realisation of two works of art to be installed at the seat of the new Law Courts of Venice, currently under construction and located near Piazzale Roma in Venice. 

The intention of the city council administration is firstly to offer any Italian or foreign artist, regardless of age, the opportunity of participating in the competition, and secondly, to invite a selected group of internationally renown artists to participate in the same competition. This dual opportunity was inspired by the innovative way in which the competition theme will be faced: by aligning artist and designer, in an experimental format, and by providing them with a defined space, not yet specified as to date, in which to develop the works of art. Therefore, the competition is articulated in two sections: an open section and a reserved for invitation section.

2. The Competition Administration 

2.1 Official name and address of the competition administration: Venice City Council- San Marco 4136 – 30124 Venice - Italy – Head Office of General Affairs for Competitions and Contracts, Contest Services and Contracts, tel.  +39 041-2748546 

2.2 Competition Secretariat: Head Office of Planning and Execution of Works – Architect Franco Gazzarri  (tel. + 39 041 274 8527 - fax +39 041 274 8663), Email: franco.gazzarri@comune.venezia.it; Head Office of General Affairs for Competitions and Contracts, Dott.ssa Rossana Trabucco (tel. +39 041 274 8058)

2.3 Competition Procedures Director: Engineer Roberto Scibilia Head Office of Planning and Execution of Works (tel. +39 041 274 8502)
3. Reasons for exclusion 
The following will not be allowed to participate in the competition: 

· individuals employed by the competition administration, regardless of the type of contract held;

· administrators of the competition administration, members of the Jury, their family members and/or any relatives by marriage;

· individuals involved in any aspects of the competition’s formulation, including creation of documents or other activities related to the preparation or development of the competition; 

· individuals who are not in possession of the necessary qualifications for full Italian civil and political rights at the time of official announcement of this competition. 

4. Method and conditions for the Open Section of the competition

4.1 The competition’s open section concerns the creation of a work of art for the large entry way (Area 1 of attached floor plan) of the City Courts building, and is open to all Italian and foreign artists. The competition is articulated in two phases. In the first phase, the Jury will select a maximum number of eight artists, or groups of artists, of which at least three must be under the age of forty at the time of the competition’s official announcement, to be invited to present a project for a work of art. In order to be considered, applicants must follow the indications outlined in point 4.3 below. The second phase will consist of the Jury’s selection of the winning work of art in competition. 

4.2 Italian and foreign artists are allowed to participate in the competition. Each artist may participate individually or as a group. Groups may consist of experts from other disciplines. In the case of group participation, the name of the group leader must be indicated. The group leader will be the sole reference and recipient of communications sent by the competition board and administration, as well as the sole recipient of any possible expense refunds and awards. The Venice City Council will not be responsible for any type of regulations or proceedings taken among group members, including the subdivision of awards and expense refunds, nor will it be responsible for any possible disputes that may arise among group members.
In order to participate in the competition, participants must fully accept all the rules and conditions described in the present competition announcement.

4.3. Competition applications for the open section 

Competition applications, filled out in Italian and signed by the applicant, must be submitted by, and no later than, noon of the forty-fifth day following the official publication of the present competition’s announcement on the City Council Notice Board of the Municipal of Venice (28/06/2004).

Participants must submit an application envelope to the “Protocollo Generale del Comune di Venezia” (General Registry Office of the Venice City Council), San Marco n. 4136, using registered letter mail or an authorised mail delivery service, and addressed to the “Direzione Centrale Affari Generali Gare e Contratti, Servizio Gare e Contratti” (Head Office of General Affairs for Competitions and Contracts, Contest Services and Contracts), San Marco n. 4136, 30124 Venezia, Italy. It is also possible to submit the application envelope in person, from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm, Monday through Friday, to the Protocollo Generale del Comune di Venezia, San Marco n. 4136, whereupon a receipt of delivery will be issued. The applicant’s name and return address must be printed on the outside of the application envelope, along with the following title: “Concorso per la realizzazione di opera d’arte nella nuova Cittadella della giustizia di Venezia”. 

The envelope, countersigned at the closing flaps, should include the competition application with the proper qualified stamp and in accordance with Italian law D.P.R. n. 445/20000, and containing the following information:

· name, nationality, address and telephone number of each applicant or group member; in the case of group applications, in addition to the requested data for each participating group member, the name of the group leader chosen to represent the other members as stipulated in point 4.2 must also be included;

· a photocopy of the applicant’s personal identity card;

· a curriculum vitae of the applicant’s artistic career and/or study, in A4 format, and not surpassing a maximum of ten pages;

· documentation concerning three works, of which at least one was realised in the last ten years, in the sectors of either “public art”, of permanent installations in architectural spaces, and/or of installations in a public or open space. The documentation should be delivered in printed form (black/white or colour, A3 format) to not exceed a maximum of ten pages, or in a maximum of ten slides (24x36), or in CD-ROM form with jpeg format;

-

a statement declaring that no reasons exist for the applicant to be excluded from participation in the present competition, as outlined in point 3 above. In the case of group participation, the declaration must be made by each of the participating members; 

The timely delivery of the application envelope is the exclusive responsibility of the applicant. 

4.4 Criteria for the Jury’s selection.  The criteria for the selection of participants invited to the second phase of the competition will take into consideration the artistic quality of the curricula presented, the congruency of the proposed work of art with the characteristic nature of the architectural space for which it is destined. The Jury will conclude its selection within thirty days from the consignment of the competition applications. The Jury will draw up a verbal agreement of the works and announce the selection results by means of registered post within fifteen days after competition selections have been made.

4.5 Confirmation of participation in the second phase of the competition.  The artists selected to participate in the second phase of the competition must confirm their acceptance of participation within fifteen days after receiving communication of the selection results (terms will be established starting from the date of expedition). A letter of confirmation must be sent, via registered mail, to the address indicated in point 4.3 above, and must bear the title “Concorso per la realizzazione di opere d’arte nella nuova Cittadella della Giustizia di Venezia (Sezione Libera)”, in addition to the name and address of the applicant. In the case that acceptance of participation is not confirmed, the Jury will be free to integrate the list of invited artists with further names from the original selection list.

4.6 Identification of the open section locations (AREA 1 of the attached floor plan) The new Law Court building complex is characterised by a large, five-story entrance way that constitutes a well-organised, yet complex, space. The joining stairs and balconies of access to the upper stories contribute to the characteristic detail of this space, from which one can enter the different sections of the Court House and, in particular,  the Civil Court of Appeal. Thus, one is dealing with a building complex designed for waiting, as well as  for thoroughfare, and one that will be furnished with safety and surveillance equipment for visitors. The proposed work of art will help to emphasize the threshold quality between the building complex’s interior and exterior and to underline the characteristic spatial and functional configuration of the area. The conception and realisation of the work of art should not require that significant transformations be made to the architecture in which it will be placed. Furthermore, the work of art should be produced by technical methods that guarantee sufficient duration, respect for security regulations, and easy maintenance.
4.7 Award and realisation of the work of art. The total compensation (including the artist’s/artists’ compensation) for the realisation and mounting of the work of art is 180,000.00 Euro. The winner of the open section will receive an award of 20,000.00 Euro which will be considered as an advance payment for the realisation of the work of art.

5. Reserved for Invitation Section of the competition 

5.1 The reserved for invitation section of the competition, (Area 2 of the attached floor plan) concerns an installation project for the outdoor area situated between the Penal Court Building, the State Prosecutor’s Office and the Judicial Police. This section is open to a total of eight Italian or foreign artists, or groups of artists, who will be selected by the single members (permanent or substitute) of the Jury to be invited to participate in the competition. The artists invited must confirm their acceptance within fifteen days upon receiving an official invitation (terms will be established from the date of expedition). A letter of confirmation should be sent, via registered mail, to the address indicated in point 4.3 above, and should bear the title  “Concorso per la realizzazione di opere d’arte nella nuova Cittadella della Giustizia di Venezia (Sezione Riservata)”, in addition to the name and address of the applicant. In the case that an invitation is not confirmed, the Jury will be free to integrate the list of invited artists with further names from the original selection list.
The selection will take into account the excellence of the invited artists’ international curricula - specifically in the field of “public art”, the coherency of their work with the characteristic objectives of the competition section, and any prior works and/or experiences realised with architects. The artists, or groups of artists, chosen for the reserved section of the competition are excluded from participating in the open section of the same competition. 

The second phase of the competition will take place as with the open section. The winner of the reserved section will receive a total of 50,000.00 Euro, which includes the artist’s compensation and compensation for the subsequent re-elaboration of the project in collaboration with the building designers. Collaboration deadlines and conditions will be subsequently regulated following the proper procedures. 

5.2 Indication of locations. The area related to the reserved section can be described as follows: the length of the large entrance hall and that of the parallel, exterior one, running along the narrow street between the building’s side facade and the building “Garage San Marco”, conclude in an open “square” with an approximately triangular perimeter.  This open space is faced by the new building of the Penal Court and State Prosecutor’s Office and by the renovated buildings of the Judiciary Police and General Prosecutor’s Office. The square is significantly cut off on its western side by a canal, which  leads to a dock, and is presently covered by a structure destined for demolition, as is the case for the present car park. The future function of this open area is as a main junction of routes towards the different areas of the Law Courts. Competition participants are asked to develop a general artistic project – which will involve the pavement, the enclosures or fences, the walled surfaces and the water surfaces, the open areas, and the docks – which will subsequently be developed with the building designers.
The main functional aspect of the space in question can be described as a stopping, resting, waiting, and thoroughfare area. The criteria for the technical realisation, the factor of duration, and the easy maintenance of the works are of preliminary importance.  

5.3 Award and realisation of the work of art. The realisation of the work of art may foresee an additional cost, in respect to the cost of the building projects defined by the executive project and elaborated on the basis of the awarded project, of 170,000.00 Euro. The amount of € 50,000.00 awarded to the winners is inclusive of the expected cost for the participation in the re-elaboration of the architectural project.

6. The Jury

6.1 The composition of the Jury.  The Jury is composed of seven permanent member and three substitute members. If a permanent member of the Jury is absent at the appointed voting date, he/she will be permanently replaced by a substitute member, who will be designated by the President of the Jury for the entire duration and completion of the Jury Committee’s work.  To this aim, the substitute Jury members will have an integral part in carrying out the work of the Jury Committee, with the exception of the right to vote. 

The delegated members must be identified before the official nomination of the Committee.

The duties of the President of the Jury will be fulfilled by the competition’s Scientific Director, Professor Marco De Michelis. The secretariat will consist of: Architect Franco Gazzarri, Dott.ssa Rossana Trabucco, and Dott.ssa Irene Calderoni.

The Jury will be composed of the following persons:

Permanent members:

· Piero Mainardis, designer of the Law Courts building

· Giandomenico Romanelli, Director of Cultural Heritage 

· Ettore Merkel delegate of The Superintendent for Architectural Monuments and Works, Landscape, and the Historical-Artistic and Demoethnoanthropological Heritage of Venice and the Lagoon

· Giovanni Massagli, President of the Court of Appeal of Venice 

· Marco De Michelis, Scientific Director of Competition

· Carlos Basualdo, Curator

· Michelangelo Pistoletto, Artist
Substitute members:

· Angela Vettese, Director of the graduate program in visual arts at the Faculty of Arts and Design of Iuav University of Venice
· Margherita Guccione, Director of the architectural department of DARC – Head Office for Contemporary Architecture and Art of the Ministry of National Heritage and Culture 

· Carlo Cappai, designer of the Law Courts building

7. Regulations for the second phase of competition’s open and reserved sections
7.1 Questions of clarification. The competition’s administration will organise a meeting, thirty days following the announcement of the selection results for both sections, to be held in Venice and to include a visit to the building and work area of the new Courts of Law. On such an occasion it will be possible for the artists to pose any questions they may have concerning the competition. The questions will be responded to by the competition’s administration and the designers of the Courts of Law. The selected artists may also send their questions in written form to the competition’s technical secretariat. A response to the questions, including the original questions posed, will be communicated in writing to all selected participants of the second phase of the competition.  

7.2 Characteristics of the works (open and reserved sections). Presentational sketches and models of the works of art should be presented in adequate representational form and scale, so as to offer an as adherent as possible image of the proposed work of art and its inclusion in the architectural context. Acceptable formats for presentation are as follows: plastic models, graphic representations, photomontage, 2-D or 3-D computer rendered simulations, and video.

7.3 Consignment of the work. Invited and selected artists must present the project of their work of art within 90 days following the date of written confirmation of their invitation on the part of the competition’s administration.  The projects for the works of art should be duly signed and accompanied by:

· a report that illustrates the principle inspiration for the work and the technical forms in its realisation, in addition to documentation concerning its feasibility with respects to the costs outlined in points 4.7 and 5.3 of this document;

· a declaration, signed by the artist or, in the case of group participation, by each group member, guaranteeing the originality and the uniqueness of the proposed work of art. 

The proper forms for the consignment of the projects will be indicated in the written letter confirming invitation.  

7.4 Evaluation criteria and the responsibilities of the Jury. The competing projects will be submitted to the Jury within thirty days from the date of their consignment. The projects will be evaluated based on their artistic originality, their coherency and congruity with the architectural space for which they will be designed, their technical feasibility, their foreseen durability, and their ease in maintenance. The Jury will choose a winner for each of the two competition sections and will also draw up a list of honourable mentions. The winner of the open section will be responsible for the realisation of the work of art; the winner of the reserved section will be responsible for collaborating with the designers of the architectural works in the revision of the final and executive project concerning the area under consideration and, afterwards, with the realisation of the work of art itself.

7.5 Reimbursement of expenses. All invited and selected artists for the second phase of the competition who present the described projects will be reimbursed a total of Euro 2,000.00.  

All of the projects presented to the Jury for consideration will remain property of the Jury administration. 

Reimbursements and award payments will be allocated following the approval of the honourable mention list on the part of the competition’s administration.

In the case that the Jury does not deem any of the works worthy of production, the competition’s administration reserves the right to proceed with ulterior procedures.  

7.6 Announcement of the results. The Jury will announce the competition results within five days from the beginning of the evaluation process, making public a final report on the works, as well as the opinions expressed on each single project. The competition administration reserves the right to organise a public exhibition of the competition results together with a catalogue and/or other printed and electronic material. 

The winners of the competition will be notified via registered mail following the competition administration’s approval of the award list. 

8. Documentation for participants 

Each participant selected for the second phase of the competition will receive, contemporaneously with the letter confirming invitation, the following documents:

· architectural project (floor plans, sections, profiles of the entire building complex at scale 1:500; floor plans, sections, profiles of the two areas in question for the competition at a scale not inferior to 1:100) and will include representations of the space in prospective. The documents will be provided in both printed and electronic form;  

· photographic documentation of the locations;

· an illustrative report of the architectural project compiled by the designers. 

9. Modifications and adjustments

The competition administration will have the option of requesting that possible small modifications and adjustments be made to the works of art.

10. Publication of the competition announcement

The announcement of the present competition will be published at the Venice City Council Notice Board on the 12th of May 2004 and in a relevant, daily local newspaper, as well as in two national newspapers and one specialised magazine. The competition announcement will also be available in complete form at the address indicated in point 2.1 above, and at the Internet site, http://www.comune.venezia.it/gare. 

The following procedure will be carried out according to the decision of the Director of the Head Office of Planning and Execution of Works, n. 761 of April 2004. 

