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Groningen? 

Population: 196.000 

Centre of the region: 

1 academic hospital 

1 regional hospital 

2 universities 

1 football club 

 

Modal split bike: 60% 



Groningen = cycling capital of The Netherlands 

Bike: € 110,- 

Bicycle stand: € 160,- 

Clean, cheap & independent mobility: priceless 
Bike parking for 4.000 bikes near Central Station 
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Philosophy 



Cause 

Conflicting 
interests by 
introduction no-
stopping zone 



Assignment by the (national) media 

No-stopping zones 
near primary 
schools in 
Groningen 



Assignment - Developing independent mobility by children 



Principle 1 – Creating forgiving home-school-routes 



Principle 2 – Participation of parents, children & neighbours 



Principle 2 – Participation 

Meeting 1 

Introduction 

Assessment 

Analysis 

Ambition 

Discussion on 

possible 

solutions 

Presentation of 

final solution 

Fine-tuning 

Meeting 2 Meeting 3 Party 

6 months 2-6 months 

Taskforce (per school) 

City council (project manager, traffic engineer), police, head of school/teacher, parents, neighbours 



Principle 3 – a custum-made, though uniform design 



Principle 3 – a custum-made, though uniform design 



Example 

After Before 



Example 

After Before 



Example 

After Before 



Today 

Example 

After Before 



After 

Example 

Before 



Example 

After Before 



Example  (City of Utrecht) 



Example  (City of Enschede) – Kiss&Ride and playground 
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Results – Modal split 

24% 8% 55% 13% 0%

27% 22% 29% 21% 0%

24% 37% 11% 27% 0%

25% 25% 28% 21% 0%
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percentage

Bovenbouw (7 & 8)

Middenbouw (4, 5 & 6)

Onderbouw (1, 2 & 3)

Totaal

Vervoerwijzemeting 2006-2012 - per bouw

Lopen

Begeleid

fietsen
Zelf fietsen

Auto

Overig

24% 11% 53% 10% 2%

21% 34% 21% 22% 1%

20% 50% 5% 23% 1%

22% 33% 25% 19% 1%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

percentage

Bovenbouw (7 & 8)

Middenbouw (4, 5 & 6)

Onderbouw (1, 2 & 3)

Totaal

Nameting - per bouw

Lopen

Begeleid

fietsen
Zelf fietsen

Auto

Overig

Pre-project 

After-project 

“With fewer cars, children on bikes seem to be treated with more 
respect. More often, people drive slowly behind them.” 

Walking 
Cycling with the accompaniment of 
parents or caretakers 
Unaccompanied cycling 
By car 
Other transportation-modes  

Walking 
Cycling with the accompaniment of 
parents or caretakers 
Unaccompanied cycling 
By car 
Other transportation-modes  

In total 
 
 
 

From 4 to 7 y/o 
 
 
 

From 8 to 10 y/o 
 
 
 

From 11 & 12 y/o 

In total 
 
 
 

From 4 to 7 y/o 
 
 
 

From 8 to 10 y/o 
 
 
 

From 11 & 12 y/o 



Results – Interviews on participation 

“Enforcement can be improved.” 

Can you appreciate the effect of 
this project for your school? 



Results – Roadsafety-label for primary schools 

• 2006 
 3 schools joined label 

• 2012 
 15 schools joined label 

 21 schools work to join label 



Results – Interviews on participation 

Did education on roadsafety get a 
permanent position in your school’s 

curriculum? 



Contact 

Edwin Papjes 
Urban mobility pioneer 
 
 City of Groningen, 
 the Netherlands 
 
 +31 (0) 50 367 81 11 
 
 edwin.papjes@groningen.nl 
 
 @EPapjes 
 
 edwinpapjes 

mailto:edwin.papjes@groningen.nl

